Saratoga Library English Conversation Club
Community College
August 13, 2026

Warm-up Task:

Go around the group and have each person name three or four universities. They can be colleges or
universities in their home country or in other countries. Then ask the group these questions:

1. Did you recognize most of the universities that were named? If not, which ones?

2. Are they all four-year colleges or universities?

3. Has anyone ever heard of any two-year colleges? If so, what are their names?

Vocabulary Preview: Read these words and match them to their meanings.

1. accredited (uh-KREH-dit-ed) A. carefully choosing only the most qualified people or things

2. associate’s degree B. a local college that offers two-year programs, general classes,
(uh-SOH-shee-its dIh-GREE) trade skills and vocational training

3. bachelor’s degree (BACH-lers C. a unit that measures a student's progress toward finishing a

or BACH-uh-lers dIh-GREE) course or graduation; a measure of their coursework
4. community college D. a formal document or certificate showing that a person has
(kuh-MYOO-nuh-tee KAH-Iij) graduated from a school
5. credit (KREH-dit) E. a specific area within a city, state, or country that is managed

for a particular purpose such as schools, libraries or water use
6. diploma (dih-PLOH-muh) F. education or training that happens after high school, such as
at a college or trade school

7. district (DIS-trikt) G. an academic rank earned after completing a four-year
undergraduate course of study at a college or university
8. elective (ih-LEHK-tiv) H. officially approved as meeting set standards of quality
9. postsecondary I. a degree granted after a two-year course of study, especially
(pohst-SEHK-un-der-ee) at a community or junior college
10. selective (suh-LEHK-tiv) J. alevel or rank in a system, structure, or organization
11. tier (TEER) K. to voluntarily give up a right, fee, claim or requirement
12. to waive (WAYV) L. an optional class that a student can choose to take based on

their interests

Answers: 1-H; 2-1, 3-G; 4-B; 5- C; 6-D; 7-E; 8- L; 9—F; 10— A; 11— J; 12 - K

Dialog Practice with Vocabulary Words

Andi: Did you hear that Henry graduated from college? He got his bachelor’s degree in biology in just
three years.

Tom: Yes, he went to the community college in our district during his last year of high school.

Tess: He earned a lot of credits for college level courses. And his tuition and textbook costs were
waived!

Andi: He even earned an associate’s degree in nursing and got a job right away.

Tom: Wow, what a great idea for a postsecondary education.

Tess: Exactly! In three years, he earned two diplomas and got a great job.

Andi: He's going to work for a few years to save money. He plans to apply to some selective medical
schools.

Tom: | know. He has some top-tier schools on his list.

Tess: Inthe meantime, | heard he’s still learning. He's going to a small, accredited art school to learn
how to paint as an elective.
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Community Colleges

Last week we discussed the value of going to college in the United States versus going to a trade school
or community college. This week we'll take a deeper look at community colleges especially those in
California.

What is a Community College?

Community colleges are affordable public colleges, funded by tax dollars. In general, the highest degree
available at a community college is usually an associate's degree, which takes full-time students about
two years to complete. Other names for community college include city college, junior college, technical
college or sometimes, just college.

The California Community Colleges system (CCC) is part of California’s three-tiered public
postsecondary system. The other two tiers are the California State University system and the
University of California system.
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community colleges serving almost

70,000 students in Santa Clara County, California. The average yearly tuition for in-state students
ranges from about $1,200 per year to $1,500.

In comparison, the average annual cost of tuition and required fees at a four-year public college in the
California State system for an in-state student is $8,500 to $9,500. Tuition at a University of California
campus is around $17,000. These are big differences compared to community college tuition.

There is an even a bigger difference when one compares tuition at private universities which range from
$60,000 to $71, 000 per year. Costs increase even more after housing, food, fees, travel and books are

added. These items can cost between $20,000 to $30,000 per year.

Advantages of Going to a Community College
In addition to being affordable, here are some other advantages of going to a community college:
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1. Many courses are online - Online degree programs are convenient for working students and
professionals. This can save students time and money because they don’t have to commute to and
from school.

2. High acceptance rate
Public community colleges in California have an open-door admission policy, meaning they are not
selective and feature a 100% acceptance rate. By law, any student who is a high school graduate or
at least 18 years old is guaranteed admission to the California Community Colleges (CCC) system.

3. Community colleges accept students of all ages and backgrounds. The average age of a community
college student in California is between 24 and 28 years old. Nationally, the average age is 23 years.
4. After community college, many =
students transfer to four-year
universities to get a bachelor’s
degree. For instance, many
students at Foothill or West Valley
Community Colleges in Santa Clara
County continue their studies at the
University of California or a
California State University.

—
s

West Vallev Communitv Colleae in Saratoaa. California.

5. Students can learn new skills and change careers.
Career training programs enable students to study almost anything, from computer science to
hospitality management to firefighting. Many are hands-on programs that take less than a year to
complete enabling many students the opportunity to start a new career path.

6. Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention Compared to a Large Public University
A community college class has 25 to 45 students on average.

7. Financial aid, scholarships and tuition waivers are readily available.
The California College Promise Grant waives fees for nearly half
of all students in California Community Colleges. So, residents
who live within certain community college districts may be able
to attend community college for free or for very little money.

For instance, people who live in Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Santa Clara,
Saratoga, Sunnyvale and parts of San Jose are within the West Valley-Mission Community College
District. Under the district's local free college initiative, tuition and mandatory enrollment fees are
completely waived for residents living in the cities of this community college district.

8. High school students can attend community college in a dual program.
In a community college dual program, a high school student can earn a high school diploma and up
to two years of college credit at the same time. These programs are typically partnerships between
local high school districts and community colleges or universities.
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Many school districts and community colleges completely waive tuition and textbook fees for high
school students. The credits students earn can usually be transferred to four-year universities which
cuts down the time and money needed to earn a bachelor's degree.

9 Finally, did you know that community colleges in California are the largest provider of workforce
training in the United States? More than two million students at 116 schools across California study
in over 200 programs that provide hands-on training by industry professionals.

Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think about university rankings? Who makes the rankings? What do they mean?

2. If you were to start a new career, what would you like to study at a community college?

3. Are there community colleges in your home country?

4. How much is your current life or job related to what you studied in postsecondary training?

5. How much does it cost to attend university in your country? Is it affordable?

6. Some people return to college after they retire. What would you choose to study in that
situation?

7. What are somethings you can buy for $70,000, the cost of one year tuition at Stanford?

8. Did you know that you can take free ESL classes at community colleges in California as well as

many libraries? Here are some classes that may be of interest:

a) Milpitas Library: https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/events/6a61c790egde6536001daebo

b) Los Altos Library: https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/events/6ao39e72f56bd86eooafse2

c) Saratoga Library: https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/events/6a5agd66f4esdb3dooc27eob

d) West Valley Community College, Saratoga:
https://www.westvalley.edu/catalog/departments/esl-and-citizenship-tuition-free.html

e) San Jose City Collee: https://sjcc.edu/dept/esl.aspx

f) Mission College, Santa Clara: https://mission.elumenapp.com/catalog/24-
25/department/esl#mainContent

g) De Anza College, Cupertino: https://www.deanza.edu/esl/

h) Foothill College, Los Altos: https://foothill.edu/esl/index.html

i) Gavilan College, Gilroy: https://www.gavilan.edu/academic/esl/index.php

More Information
The are four primary public community college districts in Santa Clara County. Each district has two
main campuses. They are listed below with the name of the colleges:

1. West Valley-Mission Community College District
e Headquarters: Saratoga, CA

Campuses Served:
o West Valley College (Saratoga)
o Mission College (Santa Clara)
Official Website: wvm.edu

2. San José-Evergreen Community College District (SJECCD)

Headquarters: San Jose, CA
Campuses Served:
o SanJosé City College (San Jose)
o Evergreen Valley College (San Jose)
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Official Website: sjeccd.edu

3. Foothill-De Anza Community College District

Headquarters: Los Altos Hills, CA
Campuses Served:

De Anza College (Cupertino)
Foothill College (Los Altos Hills)
Official Website: fhda.edu

4. Gavilan Joint Community College District

Headquarters: Gilroy, CA

Campuses Served:

Gavilan College (Gilroy - primary campus)
Satellite locations in Morgan Hill and San Martin
Official Website: gavilan.edu
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