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Last week, we read about a couple named David and Hong who happened to meet in China by sheer 
coincidence or chance. Neither knew each other before and they didn’t speak each other’s language. 
Yet they developed a friendship and even got married because they could communicate through a 
software translator. This kind of experience can be called a fluke. 

 Today we continue the theme of connection and building relationships with another story. It can also 
be called a fluke.  It is the story of a woman who came to the United States when she was fifteen from 
Cambodia. Before we read her story, review the following vocabulary. 
 
Vocabulary: Match the words to their meanings.  

1. bypass (by-pas) A. a journey taken in a car usually for enjoyment 

2. to divert (dih-vurt) B. modest; not proud or arrogant; low key; courteously respectful 

3. eatery (ee-tur-ree)  C. a road that directs cars around a city to avoid heavy traffic in the city 

4. humble (huhm-buhl) D. a mode or system of rule or government 

5. magnet (mag-nit) E. to cause something or someone to change direction 

6. to permeate (pur-mee-ayt) F. the belief that work is valuable as an activity and is good; hard-working 

7. refugee (ref-yoo-jee) G. to fill completely; to pass through into something; to penetrate 

8. regime (rey-jeem) H. a place, thing or person that attracts 

9. road-trip (rohd trip) 
I. a place to buy and eat prepared food such as a restaurant, café or diner. 

Eatery is a casual or informal word for restaurant. 

10. work ethic (work eth-ik) 
J. a person who flees or escapes from one place to another for safety, 

especially to a foreign country, in a time of trouble 

11. nonrefundable deposit 
(non-ree-fund-uh-buhl dee-
pauz-it) 

K. A “promise payment”; money paid in advance as partial payment for 
something to show the seller you are serious. In return, the seller won’t 
sell to another person unless you cannot complete the deal. You won't 
get that money back if you change your mind or can’t complete the deal. 

 ANSWERS : 1 –C; 2 -E; 3 -I; 4 –B; 5 – H; 6 – G; 7 – J; 8 – D; 9 – A; 10 – F; 11 – K 
 

DIALOG 1 
Tim:  I’m planning a road-trip this weekend with friends. We’re driving from San Francisco to LA. 
Sam: Oh wow! Be careful when you get to Big Sur. They are diverting traffic around a mud slide. 
Tim:  We know. There’s a bypass route around it. Do you recommend any eateries along the route? 
Sam:  Yes! In my humble opinion, some of the best eateries in the West Coast are along that route. 

One of them is a foodie magnet. 
Tim:  Sounds great! Send me the list. 
 

DIALOG 2 
Molly: Your grandparents’ restaurant is such a popular eatery. Everyone I know loves going there. 
Carl:  Yes, we're really luck they started it 50 years ago. They came to the United States as refugees.  
Molly:  No kidding! They still work every day. Did any of their work ethic permeate your own attitude? 
Carl:  I hope so. They are demanding, but my family has learned a lot from them. My dad jokes that 

they run a tough restaurant regime! 
Molly: I admire your work ethic. The eatery is such a benefit for the whole community. 
Carl:  Thanks. We hope so. 
Molly: And you’re all very humble. 



English Conversation Club – Saratoga Library  
March 5, 2026 

A Fluke 
 

Saratoga Library | For Library Use Only - English Conversation Club A Fluke | p. 2 of 4 

Finding a Place of Your Own 
Based on article by Matt LaFever ,North Coast Contributing EditorJune 30, 2025, “That place is 

incredible': A stop at NorCal's ideal road trip burger stand” 
 

 
The 101 Drive-in eatery is located in Willits, California about 2.5 

hours north of San Francisco. The restaurant is named after U.S. Route 
101, the longest highway in California. Highway 101 stretches 808 miles 
from sunny Los Angeles to foggy Crescent City near the Oregon border. 

 
This famous north-south highway connects many coastal and near-

coastal towns along the California. At one time, it ran directly through 
downtown Willits.  

 
US 101 no longer goes through Willits because a few years ago a 

bypass was built that diverts traffic around the town. While the Drive-In 
no longer draws as many road-trippers as before, it is still an important 
magnet for the people who live in Mendocino County. 

 
The owner of 101 Drive-in is Thy (pronounced like the letter “T”) 

Sumvan. Thy doesn’t mind the slow down in traffic. “Community is the 
most important thing,” she said. “I call this home.” 

 
 
 

A Refugee 
 

Thy Sumvan was born in Cambodia in 1966 and fled as a teenager from the brutal Khmer Rouge 
regime, which was in power in the late 1970s. From Cambodia, she and her family escaped to the Thai 
border. 

 
They boarded a refugee bus to a camp in 

Thailand. Her family stayed there for two years 
from 1979 to 1981 until a family in Alabama 
sponsored them to come to the United States. 
The first place they lived in the United States 
was Mobile, Alabama arriving in October 1981 
when Thy was 15. 

 
 Soor after, her family relocated to California 

where there was a larger Cambodian 
community. They packed into small apartments, 
renting out extra bedrooms and scraping by. Her 
family of ten crowded into a two-bedroom 
apartment. They lived like that until she married 
in 1986. 

Thy Sumvan, in the middle, stands with her family in a photo taken 
as they were processed as refugees fleeing Cambodia’s Khmer 
Rouge. Photograph contributed by Dahvi Hooper 
 

https://www.sfgate.com/author/matt-lafever/
https://www.sfgate.com/northcoast/article/cowboy-willy-willits-california-statue-20028041.php
https://www.sfgate.com/travel/article/highway-101-ridgewood-summit-history-hazards-19852815.php
https://www.sfgate.com/travel/article/highway-101-ridgewood-summit-history-hazards-19852815.php
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A Road Trip Fluke 

 
Eleven years later, Thy and her-then husband took a 

road trip through northern California. Their road trip took 
them through Willits, the small town on Highway 101. 
They stopped at a little eatery for some sandwiches. As 
they were leaving, she noticed a sign at the eatery. It 
said: “For sale by owner.” 

 
After they drove a short distance, Thy urged her 

husband to turn the car around. They contacted the 
sellers, who were asking for all cash. Thy and her husband 
offered a different deal. They would give the owners a 
$35,000 nonrefundable deposit if the owners would give 
them three months to get a loan. 

 
The owners agreed to the deal! Thy and her husband 

took over the business on Father’s Day weekend in June 
1997. Their daughter, Dahvi Hooper was just 14 months 
old.  

 
That road trip was a fluke and it changed Thy’s life 

forever. Since that fateful day, Thy raised her children in 
and around the drive-in. Her children learned to be 
independent. Some still work closely with the drive-in.  

 
That kind of work ethic hasn’t gone unnoticed. 

Local leaders say the restaurant’s impact on the town 
extends far beyond burgers and fries. “That place is 
incredible. I’ve known people who have come to Willits 
just to get a mushroom burger from 101 Drive-In,” said 
Willits Mayor Tom Allman.  
 

“In addition to their work ethic, they care deeply 
about their community. They’re kind to high school 
students, often giving many free lunches, and they also 
remember customers orders perfectly. 101 Drive-in has 
certainly been the reason many people have come to 
Willits and have left feeling very good about their visit,” 
Mayor Allman added. 

 
That community spirit permeates every corner of 

101 Drive-In. Students from the nearby high school can 
text in their orders and then swing by after class. Thy 
said she knows her customers by their burger order. 

The iconic 101 Drive-In. - Photograph contributed by 

Dahvi Hooper 

Thy Thy Sumvan surrounded by her children, all of 
whom grew up working beside her at the 101 Drive-In, 
helping flip burgers, take orders and carry on the family 
legacy. Photograph contributed by Dahvi Hooper 
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Even customers who forget their wallets — sometimes from towns as far away as Ukiah are told not to 
worry. Thy tells them to pay later.  

 
After nearly 30 years in business, she still shows up to 101 Drive-in everyday to cook, talk with her 

customers and improve the menu. For Thy, the Mendocino County town of Willits has offered more 
than just a place to run a business; it’s given her a sense of belonging.  

 
“This is the most beautiful county ever… We’re very lucky. It is a American dream,” Thy  told a 

reporter. “It’s not a millionaire dream. It’s a small family-oriented dream.” Despite running a business 
for nearly three decades, Sumvan says she still feels humbled by the love and loyalty her restaurant 
receives. 

 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. Have you ever had an unexpected experience that changed your life? Describe it. 
2. Do you know of a friend or family member that experienced something that changed the course of 

their life? 
3. Have you ever gone on a road-trip? If so, where to and what route did you take? 
4. Is there a road-trip you would like to take? What is it? 
5. What is your favorite eatery? Describe the food that you eat there. 
6. Can you think of any important historical events that were just flukes? Do you know the story of 

how penicillin was discovered? Here’s information about it. 
7. Have you ever been to a drive-in eatery? 
8. Do you think humbleness is a sign of good leadership? 
9. What do you think is the best way to develop a good work ethic? 
10. What do you think of Thy Sumvan’s dream? Is her family-oriented dream worth more than a 

millionaire dream? 
 

References 
 

The material for this week is based on the content from these sources. 
 

https://www.sfgate.com/northcoast/article/norcal-burger-shack-american-dream-
20384124.php  
 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/the-real-story-behind-the-worlds-first-antibiotic
https://www.sfgate.com/northcoast/article/norcal-burger-shack-american-dream-20384124.php
https://www.sfgate.com/northcoast/article/norcal-burger-shack-american-dream-20384124.php

